LADY   MACBETH
sat to Reynolds for the Tragic Muse. But it may be doubted whether Mrs. Siddons herself looked more regal, and in certain moments more infamous than Ellen Terry, with blanched face and copper-coloured hair, clad in magnificent draperies which glowed with the metallic lustre of the wings of green beetles. Small wonder that she suggested to Mr. Sargent a portrait which is at once a likeness and a picture of strange and profound interest.
That Ellen Terry had a modest and reasonable idea of her achievement as Lady Macbeth may be judged from the following note to that veteran of veteran actresses, Mrs. Keeley, which, by the way, throws important light on Miss Terry's conception of the character :
" Why what a kind, nice, dear, little New Year's letter you have written about me, the last day of the poor old year! It is so sweet of you that I am compelled to write ' thank you/ and send ' a good wish to you ' 215